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THE HEAT IS ON
The founders of Thermosoft International have developed exciting new
technology that they believe will revolutionize warming. CEO Eric Kochman
explains the company’s plans for the future to Otis Brooks.
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UR MISSION IS to warm the world safely,” says
Eric Kochman, CEO of Thermosoft International. It is a bold statement but as his company
develops new heating technology that can be
used in myriad applications, it is something that
it might well achieve.
The idea behind FiberThermics (trade name
for its heaters), like all good ideas, has a
seemingly elegant simplicity to it. Just as optical fibers transfer
light, this technology transfers heat through electro-conductive
threads specifically designed for the purpose.
The advantages are manifold: Kochman likes to describe them
them as the “nine S’s” – soft, soothing, smart, safe, strong, supple,
slim, speed, saves.
“Since FiberThermics eliminates metal wires,” Kochman says,
“the end product feels softer and the heating threads are virtually
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NOT AGAINST COMPETITION – IT WILL ONLY
MAKE US BETTER. WE CONSIDER OURSELVES TO
BE A CATALYST IN THE INDUSTRY.” ERIC KOCHMAN
unnoticed by the consumer. The technology uniquely provides a
soothing, gentle, radiant heat that is uniformly distributed without
hot spots. It can be likened to the warmth one feels from the sun
on a cool day.”
FiberThermics is designed to incorporate thermal cut-off
(T.C.O.), which provides automatic shut-off if necessary. In
conventional industry applications, T.C.O. is achieved by adding
costly and bulky components at intervals throughout the heating
circuit. In Thermosoft’s technology, however, T.C.O. is integral to
the whole fiber-heating element. The company has also
incorporated a feature called temperature-self-limiting or T.S.L.,

which responds when shut-off may not be necessary, but when
conditions call for automatic limiting in resistance and temperature.
“These ‘smart’ features make it safer than any available technology,” Kochman says. “FiberThermics is the ultimate choice in
safety.”
Safety also comes from the strength and suppleness of the
heating element achieved through textile weaving or laminating
processes. These qualities are particularly important in products
like heated blankets that will be folded, bent and laundered on a
regular basis. Such wear can make metal wires in traditional
blankets break and arc.
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warm air forced through vents. The same goes for automotive
applications, where an environment controlled by this technology
would eliminate dust and noise.”
THE COMPANY spends more than 50 percent of its resources on
research and development discovering new applications and
variations on the technology itself. Heating is one thing - but
Thermosoft has already taken out patents on combined heating
and cooling systems.
Kochman has a test for how well this technology can be applied
to different products: “Basically, the more ‘s’s’ a product can use, the
more it can benefit from FiberThermics. It is extremely versatile,
so a company that uses it must determine the best way to
differentiate its products using the technology.”
Kochman believes that the development of FiberThermics fits in
with the general market trends of going from hard and heavy
goods to soft and light ones – like the move from metals to plastics.
In electronic goods, components must be smaller, lighter, less
intrusive and more efficient. These products are being required to
do more, to be smart, to be self-regulating; all are features of
Thermosoft’s electro-conductive threads.
“WE HAVE ADAPTED a common technological trend of moving
from metals to synthetics,” he says. “But the beauty of our
technology is its versatility. It can be applied to many different
products and industries.”
FiberThermics started life in 1996 in the kitchens of three
immigrants from the former Soviet Union: Eric Kochman, Mike

Lavit and Arthur Gurevich. Kochman holds an M.Sc. in chemical
processing and a Ph.D. in electrical chemistry; Lavit has an
extensive background in tool making and sales; and Gurevich
holds a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering and an MBA from
University of Illinois at Chicago. The three soon moved into their
garages, then into a residential building across the street from
Underwriters Laboratory. “We were inspired by the cold winters in
Russia and more recently in Chicago,” Kochman says.
Thermosoft has just announced the completion of a North
American license with Westpoint Stevens, which will be producing
the first heated Vellux blanket. The
company is also involved in a
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